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2. The Caspian tenker steamship agencies have alwnys hean capable of tranaporiirg
nore petrolewm products than the Ministry of the Petroleum Industry oculd produgs.
Thers wars abont twenty-twe 5,000~ton barges added to the floets of Reydtanker
from 1948 to 1951, Thors were also some now tugs ndded at thia time with an
argragute towlng capmeity of 4,009 hp,

3. Soxme of tha pre-revsiution tankers atill in operation are: . BakSovet, Arrarat,
Marat, Kreonovodek, Sovetskiy Ukredna, Sovetakays Jursiye, Biloacn, Asiya, )
Xirov, Dnrwing Nakhichivan, Scyus Vodnikev and Kateyans, Those tankers range !
in elze frem 1500 to 2500 tons and are all eteam driven, 1

4s Al) of ths shizs of the tanker flacts are elther sieam or Diesel driven with
05 Dieuelesleatris madn propulsion plants in existence, Thers has besn nc tanker
ounstruotion in the Soviet Union sudbsaquent to 1935,

5. The Russian words ocmmonly used for a peiroleun tenk of a tanker are otseka or
terk, The word used uy the Suviets for zlobe valve is klinket, and they express ;
the transport capeaity of a flset by means of ¥rovoznaye. sposobriost! floia,

6, Baku has petroleum loading docks numbered from 31 to 60, The docks numbered from ;
1 to 30 are used for shiment of dry goods by the Caspian Nry Cargo Steamship i
Agency (RespFlot), Ths petroleum docks are located south of Baku mlong the :
Apsheronskiy Penninsuls, The loading 1s performed by the shore installationa

at Balm,

7. I do not believe that it would be possible to move a seagoing tenker from the
Black Sea te the Caspian Sea via the Volga~Don Canel or vice versa, The waximunm
depth of %he Volﬁn:i-Don' Cersl wes to ve eight to nine feet, This depth limitation

CLASSIFICATION SECRET /SECURTTY RO ATICN
R EV | [/ Y] DISTRIBUTION |
“Nouds MR [ mB ey,

+ 1 7

Sanitized Copy Approved for Release 2011/09/14 : CIA-RDP80-00809A000600030322-1



=
o

2011/09/14 : CIA-RDP80-00809A000600030322-1

SECRET /SECURTTY THFORMATION
_r -2- ]

combined with the sharp turms nseessary al places such as the Sergeyevskiy Narrows in the
Volge Delta would make 1t impossible for a large tanker *o negotlate the voyage, Even ) i
i€ the tanker were empty it would be impossible dus to . » sharp turns in the narrows
which must ve considered the controlling factor in such an undertaking,

8. In general the barges of the Volga River Petroleum Steamship Agency (Volgatanker) are
better than those of Reydtanker besceause the former has newer barges and a few technical
improvements,

9. There ie no adequate fresh water supply in Krasnovodsk so thet two tankers of Reydtanker !
ar> used to tramsport fresh water to that port, The Yekob Sverdlov and the Rosa Luksem-
burg are used for that purpese, It was once proposed that the tankers Darwin and Asiya
be sonverted to this vork, but the change never took place to my knowledge,

10, There have been no changss in the regulations for cleaning the holds of barges and tankers, ;'
The tankers are filled with hot water to olear avay any residus which the pumps could not
drain from the tanks. Steam is then used %o further remove residue from the sides of the
tanks and groups of women are then senv down into the holds to clean the tanks with rags,
There has been no effort te mechanize this prosess,

11, 7The tanks of shipa handling gascline are cuppossd to be hermetically sealed and vents ars
srected ebove the dscks of the iankers and barges through which fumes from the tanks are
released, In spite of these precautions the tanker Tuymary exploded in 1950, Further
precautions require the use of rubbe: gloves end personnel were warned againat brea
the fumes, but nevertheless the tanker orews in the Caspian rsgion chronically suffered
from burns caused by the fumes and consequently were wnder a constant mentel etrsin,
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